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Chairman Davis Applauds House Passage of 
Paperwork and Regulation Improvements Act 
Legislation Will Reduce Burden on Taxpayers, Small Businesses 

 
Washington, D.C. – Tom Davis (R-VA), chairman of the House Committee on 
Government Reform, is pleased to announce that the House of Representatives this 
evening overwhelmingly approved H.R. 2432, “The Paperwork and Regulatory 
Improvements Act,” by a vote of 373-54.  
 
 The legislation, introduced by Rep. Doug Ose (R-CA) and reported out of the 
Government Reform Committee last week by voice vote, would improve the regulatory 
process by helping Congress get a better understanding of the costs and benefits of 
federal regulations and require the Office of Management to consider measures to reduce 
the paperwork burdens to taxpayers created by the Internal Revenue Service. 
 
 “By OMB’s own estimate, the burden of federal paperwork costs the American 
public $320 billion a year,” Chairman Davis said.  “That is money that should be going 
into the pockets of taxpayers, or toward small business investment and job creation.” 
 
 Davis stressed that regulations can be important to protect the environment, 
enhance worker health and safety, and the like.  But regulations must also be as cost-
effective as possible, and paperwork burdens should be as small as possible, Davis said.  
 
 “This isn’t about whether regulation is necessary.  It is about whether we’re able 
to gauge its impact,” Davis said. 
 

Despite the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 and other efforts, federal 
paperwork burdens continue to rise each year.  Nearly 80 percent of the American 
public’s paperwork burden is due to IRS compliance. 
 
 Among the legislation’s provisions: 
 

 1
• H.R. 2432 makes permanent the authorization for the General Accounting Office 



 2

to perform analyses for Congress of selective major rules proposed or issued by 
Federal agencies.  It would ensure that Congress has in-house expertise 
comparable to the Administration’s expertise at the Office of Information and 
Regulatory Affairs.  With GAO’s help, Congress will be better equipped to 
review final agency rules under the Congressional Review Act and to submit 
timely and knowledgeable comments on proposed rules during the public 
comment period.  

 
• To assist the Office of Management and Budget) in improving its annual 

regulatory accounting statement and associated report, the bill requires Federal 
agencies to annually submit estimates, to the extent feasible, of the costs and 
benefits associated with the Federal rules and paperwork for each of their agency 
programs.   

 
• The bill requires OMB to submit a report on actions IRS can take to reduce 

paperwork on small business. 
 

• The bill also requires OMB to conduct a study of regulatory budgeting to 
determine if agencies can better manage regulatory burdens on the public. 
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